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west, where I observed a yellowish oval spot, the
appearance of which was quite new to me.
Little time was left me for consideration, as the
next moment a smart breeze began to agitate the
taller trees. It increased to an unexpected height,
and already the smaller branches and twigs were
seen falling in a slanting direction towards the
ground. Two minutes had scarcely elapsed when
the whole forest before me was in fearful motion.
Here and there, were one tree pressed against
another, a creaking noise was produced, similar
to that occasioned by the violent gusts which
sometimes sweep over the country. Turning in-
stinctively towards the direction from which the
wind blew, I saw to my great astonishment that
the noblest trees of the forest bent their lofty
heads for a while, and, unable to stand against
the blast, were falling into pieces. First the
branches were broken off with a crackling noise;
then went the upper parts of the massy trunks;
and in many places whole trees of gigantic si/,e
were falling entire to the ground. So rapid was
the progress of the storm that before I could
think of taking measures to insure my safety the,
hurricane was passing opposite the place where
I stood. Never can J forget the scene which at
that moment presented itself. The tops of the
trees were seen moving in the strangest manner,
in the central current of the tempest, which car-
ried along with it a mingled mass of twigs and